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How to Submit a Question

• Use the Q&A function to submit 
questions or comments
– To submit a question or comment, click the Q&A 

window and select “All Panelists” in the “Ask” 
menu

– Type your question in the text box and click 
“Send”

– Only the presentation team will be able to see  
your questions and comments

• For technical questions, select “Host” 
in the “Ask” menu
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Agenda

Topic Speakers
Welcome and Overview of the CMS Maternal and 
Infant Health Initiative

Kristen Zycherman, CMS

Overview of the Improving Maternal Health by 
Reducing Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery Affinity Group
& Completing the Expression of Interest (EOI)

Lekisha Daniel-Robinson, Mathematica

Questions and Answers Lekisha Daniel-Robinson, Mathematica

Announcements and Next Steps Kate Nilles, Mathematica 
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Welcome from the 
Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services

Kristen Zycherman, CMS
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Maternal and Infant Health Initiative

• The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) launched the Maternal 
and Infant Health Initiative (MIHI) in July 2014

• The MIHI was built on recommendations from CMS’s Expert Panel on 
Improving Maternal and Infant Health Outcomes in Medicaid and Children's 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and focused on improving the rate and 
quality of postpartum visits and increasing the use of effective methods of 
contraception 

• In 2019, CMS convened a MIH expert workgroup to identify and prioritize 
recommendations in three areas where Medicaid and CHIP have a significant 
opportunity to influence change 
– Decrease the rate of cesarean births in low-risk pregnancies 
– Increase the use and quality of postpartum care visits 
– Increase the use and quality of well-child visits for infants 0 to 15 months
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Focus Areas to Improve Maternal and Infant Health Quality

C-section = cesarean section; ED = emergency department; NICU = neonatal intensive care unit; SMM = severe maternal morbidity
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Improving Maternal Health by Reducing Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery 
Learning Collaborative Webinar Series

• Webinar 1: The Role of Medicaid in Reducing Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery: 
Improving Outcomes and Reducing Disparities

• Webinar 2: State Medicaid and CHIP Agencies and Obstetrical Partners: Working 
Together to Reduce Low-Risk Cesarean Deliveries 

• Webinar 3: Using Data to Plan and Assess Quality Improvement Strategies to 
Reduce Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery in Medicaid and CHIP

• Informational Webinar: Improving Maternal Health by Reducing Low-Risk 
Cesarean Delivery Affinity Group: Overview and Process for Expression of Interest

• Recordings are available at https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-
care/improvement-initiatives/maternal-infant-health/quality-improvement/Low-Risk-
Cesarean-Delivery/index.html

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/improvement-initiatives/maternal-infant-health/quality-improvement/Low-Risk-Cesarean-Delivery/index.html
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Improving Maternal Health by Reducing Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery 
Affinity Group

• Action-oriented affinity group that will support state Medicaid and CHIP programs 
and their partners in identifying, testing, and implementing evidence-based change 
ideas for reducing the number of LRCDs and improving maternal health care

• Opportunity for states to expand their knowledge of policies, programs, and 
practices to reduce LRCD rates, address inequities, and advance their knowledge 
of and skills in quality improvement (QI)

• EOIs are due July 15, 2022, at 8:00 pm ET

• More information is available at https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-
care/improvement-initiatives/maternal-infant-health-care-quality/index.html

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/improvement-initiatives/maternal-infant-health-care-quality/index.html
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Structure of the Improving Maternal Health by 
Reducing Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery Affinity Group

Lekisha Daniel-Robinson, Mathematica



Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery Rate per 100 Deliveries, 
by State: Births Paid by Medicaid, 2020

Source:
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS). 2020 
Natality Public Use Data on CDC WONDER online 
database.

Available at:
https://wonder.cdc.gov/
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https://wonder.cdc.gov/
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State Medicaid and CHIP Agency Drivers to Improve LRCDs

Aim

State Medicaid and CHIP 
agencies and their partners 
will improve delivery 
outcomes and close disparity 
gaps for Medicaid and CHIP 
beneficiaries and reduce low-
risk Cesarean section delivery 
rates to xx% by Dec 31, 2024

(Each state will modify and/or 
develop their specific QI 
project aim statement) 

Primary drivers

Financial levers

Perinatal coverage and access

Accountability

Strategic alignment of meso- and 
microsystem partners

Secondary drivers

Payments

Contracting

Reporting and using data

Implementing evidenced-based 
care

Executive leadership 
prioritization and support

Convening stakeholders and 
partners
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Where is your state in this journey? 
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Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery Affinity Group

*State 
Medicaid or 
CHIP agency 
must serve 
as lead or 
co-lead



14

Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery Affinity Group

What technical assistance will be provided to affinity group 
states?

• Tailored state curriculum and support to target LRCD reduction goals
• QI methods and strategies for reducing low-risk cesarean delivery rates at 

the state Medicaid and CHIP program level
• Dedicated QI advisor providing individual state coaching
• Peer exchange and learning opportunities
• 12 months of technical assistance followed by implementation support
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LRCD Affinity Group Curriculum Overview

• Project preparation 
– Leadership

• Engage Medicaid leadership
• Generate a Medicaid and CHIP aim 

statement
• Define a project

– Data 
• Explore state data to identify QI 

opportunities
• Determine data sources and 

baselines

– Stakeholders
• Identify and engage QI partners

• State QI project action plan 
and implementation
– Commit to a shared global aim 

with QI partners 
– Develop a measurement 

strategy
– Learn about and use QI science 
– Conduct small tests of change
– Share and use data to learn 
– Develop action plan for scaling 

and spreading tested QI change
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Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery Affinity Group Criteria

What are the criteria for state participation in the affinity group?

• Support from Medicaid or CHIP leadership
• Well-articulated goals
• Understanding of challenges and opportunities related to reducing LRCD 

rates in your state 
• Access to data and analytic staff support
• Ability to commit approximately 10 to 15 hours each month to QI project
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Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery Affinity Group

What do participants in other state affinity groups report about 
their experience?

Regular meetings helped 
state teams develop and 

remain on track with 
their goals.

Affinity groups provided 
a unique opportunity to 
learn about and share 

best practices with peer 
states.

Collaboration with QI 
advisors and subject matter 

experts allowed states to 
pursue high-impact 
structural and policy 

changes.
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Completing the Expression of Interest Form

Lekisha Daniel-Robinson, Mathematica
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EOI Form Questions

1. Project leadership 
• A lead and co-lead are required
• Team lead or co-lead must be from the state 

Medicaid or CHIP agency
• Names, titles, agency names, and contact 

information of proposed co-leads

2. Participation goals 
• Goals for participating, including reducing 

your LRCD rate
• Any additional outcomes you would like to 

achieve
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EOI Form Questions (2)

3. State challenges and opportunities 
• Key challenges and opportunities related to reducing rates of LRCD 
• Known LRCD disparities in the state
• LRCD initiatives already planned or underway in your state that Medicaid and 

CHIP programs could leverage

4. QI data
• Data available to the state or QI partners to identify areas for improvement and 

for monitoring progress
• Indication of how often you can get these data
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EOI Form Questions (3)

5. Your proposed QI partners 
• Names, titles, and affiliations of potential team members

• NOTE: the QI TA team can help you identify your partners as part of the preparatory work 
• Include staff who can help gather and interpret data

6. Leadership support 
• States must have the support of the Medicaid or CHIP director, medical director, 

or other senior leadership in the agency

7. Additional information
• Any additional information you would like to share
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Proposed Timeline for EOI Review and Startup

July 15 by 8 PM ET: 
EOI forms due

July:
CMCS and QI TA 

team calls with states

August:
States notified of 

status
August:

Affinity group 
launch
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Questions

Lekisha Daniel-Robinson, Mathematica
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How to Submit a Question

• Use the Q&A function to submit 
questions or comments.
– To submit a question or comment, click the Q&A 

window and select “All Panelists” in the “Ask” 
menu

– Type your question in the text box and click 
“Send”

– Only the presentation team will be able to see  
your questions and comments
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Announcements and Next Steps

Kate Nilles, Mathematica
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Webinar Recordings, Slides and Other Information

Affinity Group EOI submissions due
Friday, July 15, 2022, at 8:00 pm ET 

• EOI form available at
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/downloads/low-risk-cesarean-
delivery-eoi.pdf

• Webinar recording and slides will be posted on the 
Medicaid.gov Improving Maternal Health by Reducing Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery 
Learning Collaborative Homepage

• Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery Affinity Group Fact Sheet available at
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/downloads/low-risk-cesarean-
delivery-factsheet.pdf

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/downloads/low-risk-cesarean-delivery-eoi.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/improvement-initiatives/maternal-infant-health/quality-improvement/Low-Risk-Cesarean-Delivery/index.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/quality-of-care/downloads/low-risk-cesarean-delivery-factsheet.pdf
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Thank you for participating!

• Please complete the survey as you 
exit the webinar

• If you have any questions, please 
email
MACQualityImprovement@mathematica-mpr.com

mailto:MACQualityImprovement@mathematica-mpr.com
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		55		26		Tags->25->3->2->1->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Maternal and Infant Health Initiative  Improving Maternal Health by Reducing Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery  Affinity Group Fact Sheet (PDF)" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		56		26		Tags->25->3->2->1->1->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "Maternal and Infant Health Initiative  Improving Maternal Health by Reducing Low-Risk Cesarean Delivery  Affinity Group Fact Sheet (PDF)" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		57		27		Tags->26->1->1->1->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Feedback email address." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		58		27		Tags->26->1->1->1->1->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "Feedback email address." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		59						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D1. Images in Figures		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		60		2,24		Tags->1->1->0->1->1,Tags->23->2		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Image of Q and A window. Arrows pointing to the "Ask" pull-down menu and the field to enter your question." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		61		2		Tags->1->1->1->1->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Red arrow pointing to a screenshot of the “Q&A” button to ask a question to the host in the WebEx browser or mobile app." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		62		6		Tags->5->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "The graphic displays how low risk cesarean birth, postpartum care, and infant well child visit are related and contribute to improved maternal and infant health outcomes.  Graphic displays three, vertical focus areas to improve maternal and infant quality. The first focus area showing a surgical operating table, is circled. Horizontally displayed are the maternal outcomes on top, dots are coming from an icon of a woman down to right pointing arrows displaying the maternal cycle of labor and delivery, postpartum care, interpregnancy care and subsequent pregnancy." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		63		10		Tags->9->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Map of the United States showing each states’ low-risk cesarean delivery rate per 100 deliveries in 2020. Below the map is a key showing the four colors associated with four different range of delivery rates: dark navy blue (16.5 to 21.7%), dark teal (21.8 to 24.4%), light blue (24.5 to 26.2%), and yellow (26.3 to 30.2%). States in the southern United States have higher rates displayed in yellow (TX, LA, AR, MS, AL, and FL). West of those states shows states with the lowest low risk cesarean delivery rates in dark navy blue (NM, AZ, CO, UT, WY, ID), lower rates are better for this measure. " is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		64		12		Tags->11->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Graphic of dark blue road with five markers representing a state’s journey in reducing low-risk cesarean deliveries. The first marker is a clipart of three people with the text, “State Medicaid agency partners to address maternal and infant health in the state”. The second marker is a clipart of a baby with the text “State Medicaid agency identifies LRCD as an area of focus”. The middle marker is a clipart of a folder and a magnifying glass with the text “State Medicaid agency establishes data sharing process”. And the fourth marker is the text “State Medicaid agency and partners plan for quality improvement” with a pencil clipart. The last marker on the journey is a clipart of a lightbulb with the text “Medicaid and partners identifies interventions to address LRCD”." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		65		13		Tags->12->2		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "This graphic shows the Medicaid and CHIP Agency partners who can be involved in the affinity group. An inner circle says, “Medicaid and CHIP Agency”. The outer circle shows Medicaid and CHIP Agency partners including, provider groups, Medicaid MCPs, Perinatal Quality Collaboratives, Health Department, CBOs, and Advocacy Groups." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		66		19		Tags->18->2		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Screenshot of the LRCD affinity group Expression of Interest (EOI) form that interested states should submit by July 15 at 8pm ET." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		67		22		Tags->21->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Blue arrow pointing to the right with three blue timeline points." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		68						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D3. Decorative Images		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		69		2,6,10,12,13,19,22,24		Tags->1->1->0->1->1,Tags->1->1->1->1->1,Tags->5->1,Tags->9->1,Tags->11->1,Tags->12->2,Tags->18->2,Tags->21->1,Tags->23->2		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D4. Complex Images		Passed		Do complex images have an alternate accessible means of understanding?		Verification result set by user.

		70		2,6,10,12,13,19,24,1,3,4,5,7,8,9,11,14,15,16,17,18,20,21,22,23,25,26,27		Tags->1->1->0->1->1->0,Tags->1->1->1->1->1->0,Tags->5->1->0,Tags->9->1->0,Tags->11->1->0,Tags->12->2->0,Tags->18->2->0,Tags->18->2->1,Tags->23->2->0,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->6,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->4,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->5,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3,Artifacts->1->1,Artifacts->1->3		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D5. Images of text		Passed		Is this image an image of text? Fail if yes, Pass if no.		Verification result set by user.

		71						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D6. Grouped Images		Passed		No Figures with semantic value only if grouped were detected in this document.		

		72						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E1. Table tags		Passed		All tables in this document are data tables.		

		73		3		Tags->2->1		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E2. Table structure vs. visual layout		Passed		Does the table structure in the tag tree match the visual table layout?		Verification result set by user.

		74		3		Tags->2->1		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E3. Table cells types		Passed		Are all header cells tagged with the TH tag? Are all data cells tagged with the TD tag?		Verification result set by user.

		75						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E4. Empty header cells		Passed		All table header cells contain content or property set to passed.		

		76		3		Tags->2->1		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E5. Merged Cells		Passed		Please verify that the highlighted Table does not contain any merged cells.		Verification result set by user.

		77						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E6. Header scope		Passed		All simple tables define scope for THs		

		78						Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F1. List tags		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		79		2,5,7,8,14,15,16,19,20,21,24,26,27		Tags->1->1,Tags->1->1->0->1->2,Tags->4->1,Tags->4->1->2->1->1,Tags->6->1,Tags->7->1,Tags->13->2,Tags->14->1,Tags->14->1->0->1->1,Tags->14->1->0->1->1->0->1->1,Tags->14->1->0->1->1->1->1->1,Tags->14->1->0->1->1->2->1->1,Tags->14->1->1->1->1,Tags->15->2,Tags->18->1,Tags->18->1->0->1->1,Tags->18->1->1->1->1,Tags->19->1,Tags->19->1->0->1->1,Tags->19->1->1->1->1,Tags->20->1->0,Tags->20->1->0->0->1->1,Tags->20->1->0->0->1->1->0->1->1,Tags->20->1->0->1->1->1,Tags->20->1->0->2->1->1,Tags->23->1,Tags->23->1->0->1->1,Tags->25->3,Tags->26->1		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F2. List items vs. visual layout		Passed		Does the number of items in the tag structure match the number of items in the visual list?		Verification result set by user.

		80		2,5,7,8,14,15,16,19,20,21,24,26,27		Tags->1->1->0->1->2,Tags->4->1->2->1->1,Tags->6->1,Tags->7->1,Tags->13->2,Tags->14->1->0->1->1->0->1->1,Tags->14->1->0->1->1->1->1->1,Tags->14->1->0->1->1->2->1->1,Tags->14->1->1->1->1,Tags->15->2,Tags->18->1->0->1->1,Tags->18->1->1->1->1,Tags->19->1->0->1->1,Tags->19->1->1->1->1,Tags->20->1->0->0->1->1->0->1->1,Tags->20->1->0->1->1->1,Tags->20->1->0->2->1->1,Tags->23->1->0->1->1,Tags->25->3,Tags->26->1		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F3. Nested lists		Passed		Please confirm that this list does not contain any nested lists		Verification result set by user.
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		82						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		All Visual Headings are tagged as Headings.		

		83						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G2. Heading levels skipping		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		84		1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27		Tags->0->0,Tags->1->0,Tags->2->0,Tags->3->0,Tags->4->0,Tags->5->0,Tags->6->0,Tags->7->0,Tags->8->0,Tags->9->0,Tags->10->0,Tags->11->0,Tags->12->0,Tags->13->0,Tags->14->0,Tags->15->0,Tags->16->0,Tags->17->0,Tags->18->0,Tags->19->0,Tags->20->0->0,Tags->21->0,Tags->22->0,Tags->23->0,Tags->24->0,Tags->25->0,Tags->26->0		Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G3 & G4. Headings mark section of contents		Passed		Is the highlighted heading tag used on text that defines a section of content and if so, does the Heading text accurately describe the sectional content?		Verification result set by user.

		85						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H5. Tab order		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		86		8		Tags->7->1->2->1->0->0		Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed		Unable to find EOIs in the "en" dictionary. Please verify there aren't any missing spaces between words or other formatting issues.		Verification result set by user.

		87		11		Tags->10->8->0->9		Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed		Unable to find meso in the "en" dictionary. Please verify there aren't any missing spaces between words or other formatting issues.		Verification result set by user.

		88						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I4. Table of Contents		Passed		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		Verification result set by user.

		89						Section A: All PDFs		A5. Is the document free from content that flashes more than 3 times per second?		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		90						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		91						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E7. Headers/IDs		Not Applicable		No complex tables were detected in this document.		

		92						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H1. Tagged forms		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		93						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H2. Forms tooltips		Not Applicable		No form fields were detected in this document.		

		94						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H3. Tooltips contain requirements		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		95						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H4. Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		96						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I1. Nonstandard glyphs		Not Applicable		No special glyphs detected		

		97						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I2. OCR text		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		98						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I5. TOC links		Not Applicable		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		

		99						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I6. References and Notes		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		
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