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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S2-01-16 
Baltimore, MD  21244-1850 
 
Children and Adults Health Programs Group 
 
 
August 5, 2021 
  
 
Cindy Olson 
Director  
Eligibility and Enrollment Services Division  
Virginia Department of Medical Assistance Services  
600 East Broad Street, Suite 1300  
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
Dear Ms. Olson:  
 
Your title XXI Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) state plan amendments (SPA) VA-
21-0021 and VA-21-0027 submitted on July 12, 2021, have been approved. These CHIP SPAs 
extend coverage to unborn children whose mothers are not otherwise eligible for Medicaid, or 
Virginia’s existing CHIP programs—Family Access to Medical Insurance Security (FAMIS) for 
children and FAMIS MOMS for pregnant women. The unborn child coverage option—FAMIS 
Prenatal—provides comprehensive benefits that are identical to the benefit package provided to 
FAMIS MOMS to unborn children up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level. In addition, 
CHIP SPA VA-21-0021 provides continuous eligibility for unborn children throughout the 
pregnancy until birth. Copies of the CS9 and CS27 are attached should be incorporated into 
Virginia’s CHIP state plan. This SPA has an effective date of July 1, 2021. 
 
The SPA VA-21-0027 also establishes a Health Services Initiative (HSI) to provide 
comprehensive coverage during the 60-day postpartum period for mothers of unborn children 
who receive FAMIS Prenatal services on a fee-for-service basis. Individuals enrolled in FAMIS 
Prenatal through a managed care plan will receive coverage during the 60-day postpartum period 
through a bundled payment. The SPA has an effective date of July 1, 2021.  
 
Section 2105(a)(l)(D)(ii) of the Social Security Act (the Act) and 42 CFR §457.10 authorize 
use of title XXI administrative funding for expenditures for HSIs under the plan for 
improving the health of children, including targeted low-income children and other low-
income children. Consistent with section 2105(c)(6)(B) of the Act and 42 CFR §457.626, 
title XXI funds used to support an HSI cannot supplant Medicaid or other sources of federal 
funding.  
 
The state shall ensure that the remaining title XXI administrative funding, within the state's 
10 percent limit, is sufficient to continue the proper administration of the CHIP program. If 
such funds become less than sufficient, the state agrees to redirect title XXI funds from the 
support of this HSI to the administration of the CHIP program. The state shall report 
annually to CMS the expenditures funded by the HSI for each federal fiscal year. 
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