Table of Contents
State/Territory Name: Alaska
State Plan Amendment (SPA) #: 14-005

This file contains the following documents in the order listed:

1) Approval Letter
2) Additional Companion letter
3) CMS 179 Form/Summary Form (with 179-1like data)

4) Approved SPA Pages




DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Seattle Regional Oftice

701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1600, MS/RX-200

Seattle, Washington 98104

Division of Medicaid & Children’s Health Oneratinnc

Valerie Davidson, Commissioner

Department of Health and Social Services NFC 1 1 2014
Post Office Box 110601

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0601

RE: Alaska State Plan Amendment (SPA) Transmittal Number 14-005-MM?7
Dear Ms. Davidson:

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Seattle Regional Office has completed its review
of State Plan Amendment (SPA) Transmittal Number 14-005-MM?7, implementing Hospital Presumptive
Eligibility (HPE). This amendment provides Medicaid coverage for individuals determined
presumptively eligible under 42 CFR 435.1110 and in accordance with the Affordable Care Act.

This SPA is approved effective January 1, 2014.

This SPA approval and accompanying companion letter reflects the acceptance of the paper application
for HPE submitted and reviewed at the time of the submission of AK-14-005-MM?7. The State of Alaska
has informed CMS that it plans to implement an electronic HPE online application process in 2015,
pending system design and completion. By way of this approval letter, CMS is notifying Alaska that it
will need to submit an updated SPA with the electronic application screen captures when this system is
complete and ready for implementation.

The new pages, S21-1 through S21-3, should be placed in a separate section at the back of the state plan.

If you have any additional questions or require anv further assistance. nlease contact me or have your
staff contact Maria Garza at (206) 615-2542 o1

Sincerely,

Carol J.C. Peverly !

Associate Regional Administrator
Division of Medicaid and Children’s Health
Operations

cc:
Gennifer Moreau, SPA Coordinator, gennifer.morean-iohnson(@alaska.gov
Margaret Brodie, Director of Health Care Services




DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Seattle Regional Office

701 Fitth Avenue, Suite 1600, MS/RX-200

Seattle, Washington 98104

Division of Medicaid & Children’s Health Operations

Valerie Davidson, Commissioner -
Department of Health and Social Services DEC 14 2014
Post Office Box 110601

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0601

RE: Alaska State Plan Amendment (SPA) Transmittal Number 14-005-MM?7
Dear Ms. Davidson:

This letter is being sent as a companion to our approval of Alaska State Plan Amendment (SPA)
AK-14-005-MM?7, which specifies options for presumptive eligibility conducted by hospitals into
the Medicaid state plan in accordance with the Affordable Care Act. This amendment was
submitted on March 28, 2014, with an effective date of January 1, 2014,

Section 1902(a) of the Social Security Act (the Act) requires that states have a State Plan for medical
assistance that meets certain Federal requirements that set out a framework for the State program.
Implementing regulations at 42 CFR 430.10 require that the State Plan be a comprehensive written
statement describing the nature and scope of the state’s Medicaid program and that it contain all
information necessary for the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to determine whether
the plan can be approved to serve as the basis for Federal Financial Participation in the state program.
The CMS’ analysis determined that additional changes related to the state’s implementation of
the hospital presumptive eligibility provision are needed in the Alaska Medicaid State Plan as
specifically indicated below.

1. Implementation date: In reviewing the state plan pages, CMS found issues related to the
State’s proposed implementation date of the hospital presumptive eligibility provision. As set
forth in Section 1902(a)(47)(B) of the Social Security Act, states must provide a program
for hospitals that choose to provide hospital presumptive eligibility determinations,
effective January 1, 2014, as codified in the Section 2202 of the Affordable Care Act.
Alaska has provided sufficient SPA pages and supporting materials in the
AK-14-005-MM?7 submission to show that it has policies in place and can begin to train
providers as qualified entities allowing CMS to approve this SPA.

CMS also acknowledges that systems limitations are preventing the state from fully
implementing its hospital presumptive eligible program, so we are giving the State time
to come into compliance with its approved state plan, which has an effective date of
January 1, 2014.

We understand that the state is still in the process of finalizing its system to support
hospital presumptive eligibility and is in discussion with its system integrator to revise an
implementation date, after recently learning that the original effective date of December



20, 2014, is no longer feasible. Within 30 days of this letter, please reply to CMS with an
update on the state’s continuing implementation efforts, including the revised timeline, if
changed from December 20, 2014. If the program is not yet implemented by that time,
please include in your reply a corrective action plan to comply with requirements of 42
CFR 430.10 and 42 CFR 440.167, which outlines a timeline and the steps the state will
take to finalize the implementation of the program and come into compliance with the
January 1, 2014, effective date in statute and in the state’s approved SPA. During the 30
days, CMS will remain available to provide technical assistance, as requested or required.

2. Period of presumptive eligibility: The state has indicated that, at the present time, it is not
able to automatically end hospital presumptive eligibility in the middle of the month for those
individuals who have been found not eligible for full Medicaid. Pursuant to
42 CFR § 435.1101, a period of presumptive eligibility means a period that begins on the date
on which a qualified entity determines that an individual is presumptively eligible and ends
with the earlier of:

(a) In the case of an individual on whose behalf a Medicaid application has been filed,
the day on which a decision is made on that application; or

(b) In the case of an individual on whose behalf a Medicaid application has not been
filed, the last day of the month following the month in which the determination of
presumptive eligibility was made.

Per this requirement, a state cannot extend hospital presumptive eligibility to the end of the
month if an individual is found not eligible for full Medicaid before then (i.e., in the middle of
the month).

Alaska has informed CMS that it continues to pursue changes to its eligibility system and
Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS). We understand that the state is working
with its system integrator to revise an implementation date, after recently learning that the
originally projected date of December 20, 2014, is no longer feasible. Within 30 days of this
letter, please reply to CMS with an update on these system changes. If the changes are
not yet operational, please describe the state’s plan to finalize the changes, including the
revised timelines.

If you have questions conceming this letter. nlease contact me, or have your staff contact Maria Garza
at (206) 615-2542 or via email a 1hs.gov.

Carol J.C. Peverly

Associate Regional Administrator

Division of Medicaid and Children’s Health
Operations

cc:
Gennifer Moreau, SPA Coordinator.
Margaret Brodie, Director of Health


















