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State Medical Care Advisory

There is an advisory committee to the Medicaid Agency in
accordance with and meeting all the requirements of 42 CFR
431.12.

Tribal Consultation

In order to comply with the Tribal Consultation requirement of
Section 1902(a)(73) of the Social Security Act and Federal
Regulation, 42 CFR 431.12(b), Alabama Medicaid Agency will
seek the advice on a regular on-going basis from designees of
Indian health programs whether operated by the Indian Health
Service (HIS), Tribes or Tribal organizations under the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA), or
Urban Indian Organizations under the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act (IHICA). Section 2107 (e)(l) of the Act was
also amended to apply these requirements to the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP). In Alabama the CHIP
program is administered through the Alabama Department of
Public Health. Consultation is required concerning Medicaid
and CHIP maters having a direct impact on Indian health
programs and Urban Indian organizations.

The State will advise either per certified letter or by an expedited
process of email and fax on matters related to Medicaid and for
consultation on all State Plan Amendments, waiver proposals,
waiver extensions, waiver amendments, waiver renewals,
proposals for demonstration projects and any other changes that
would affect the Tribe prior to submission to CMS.

It will be the standard operating procedure of the Alabama
Medicaid Agency to give 30 day written notice to Chairman
Buford Rolin prior to any submission to CMS. This notice will
be sent by certified mail. The Tribe will be allowed 30 calendar
days from the date of the receipt of the notice to respond.
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An expedited request which is defined as the result of a State or
Federal law change or any change that will be of detriment to
recipients will be implemented per the program area with
direct responsibility for submission of the SPA. In the event
of the determined need for an expedited process, the
procedure is as follows: The Agency will send the required
information via fax to 251-368-1026, after which an e-mail
will be sent to Buford Rolin at tlancaster@pci-nsn.gov
notifying the Tribe of the fax transmission. The Tribe will
be given 10 calendar days from the date of the fax
confirmation to respond.

On April 18, 2011 a letter was mailed to Mr. Buford Rolin of the
Poarch Creek Indians requesting approval of written notification
with a response time of 30 calendar days from the date of receipt
of the notice.. On May 04, 2011 the State received written
confirmation from the Poarch Creek Indians that they were in
agreement with the terms described in the letter dated April 18,
2011.

On May 24, 2011, Nikki Scott called the office of Buford Rolin
and spoke with him and received verbal approval of the
expedited process in the event of a quick submission to CMS for
SPA’s. On May 26, 2011 a letter was faxed to Buford Rolin’s
office relative to the process of notifying the Tribe in the event
of an expedited State Plan Amendment, waiver proposal, waiver
extension, waiver amendment, waiver renewal or proposal for
demonstration projects prior to submission to CMS verifying that
in addition to the verbal approval, the agency needed written
approval as well. Mr. Rolin signed the letter and faxed it back to
Nikki Scott’s office. The Agency will send the required
information via fax to 251-368-1026, after which an e-mail will
be sent to Buford Rolin at tlancaster@pci-nsn.gov notifying the
Tribe of the fax transmission. 10 calendar days from the date of
the fax confirmation will be given to respond.
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