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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services  
601 E. 12th St., Room 355 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106  

Medicaid and CHIP Operations Group 

 
December 20, 2021 
 
Jacey Cooper 
Chief Deputy Director, Health Care Programs 
California Department of Health Care Services 
P.O. Box 997413, MS 0000 
Sacramento, CA  94899-7413 
 

Re:  California State Plan Amendment (SPA) 20-0006-B 
 
Dear Ms. Cooper: 
 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) reviewed your Medicaid State Plan 
Amendment (SPA) submitted under transmittal number (TN) 20-0006-B. This amendment 
proposes to add medication-assisted treatment (MAT) as a mandatory benefit in the Medicaid 
state plan. This letter is to inform you that California Medicaid SPA Transmittal Number 20-
0006-B is approved effective October 1, 2020 until September 30, 2025, pursuant to 1905(a)(29) 
of the Social Security Act and Section 1006(b) of the SUPPORT Act. 
 
Section 1006(b) of the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act (SUPPORT Act), signed into 
law on October 24, 2018, amended section 1902(a)(10)(A) of the Act to require state Medicaid 
plans to include coverage of MAT for all eligible to enroll in the state plan or waiver of state plan.  
Section 1006(b) also added a new paragraph 1905(a)(29) to the Act to include the new required 
benefit in the definition of “medical assistance” and to specify that the new required benefit will 
be in effect for the period beginning October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2025.   
 
Section 1006(b) of the SUPPORT Act also added section 1905(ee)(1) to the Act to define MAT, 
for purposes of the new required coverage, as:  
 

. . . all drugs approved under section 505 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 355), including methadone, and all biological products licensed under section 351 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262) to treat opioid use disorders; and[,] . . . 
with respect to the provision of such drugs and biological products, counseling services 
and behavioral therapy.  

 
CMS conducted our review of your submittal according to statutory requirements in Title XIX of 
the Act and implementing regulations. 
 



Page 2 – Jacey Cooper 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Cheryl Young at 415-744-3598 or by email at 
Cheryl.Young@cms.hhs.gov. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

James G. Scott, Director 
Division of Program Operations 

                                                   
 
Enclosure 
 
cc:  Dr. Kelly Pfeifer, Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) 
      Lindy Harrington, DHCS 
      Tyler Sadwith, DHCS 
      Jacob Lam, DHCS 
      Shaina Zurlin, DHCS 
      Chuck Anders, DHCS 
      Angeli Lee, DHCS 
      Amanda Font, DHCS 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES FORM APPROVED 

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES OMB No. 0938-0193 

TRANSMITTAL AND NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF 
STATE PLAN MATERIAL 

1. TRANSMITTAL NUMBER 2. STATE

FOR: CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES 3. PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION:

TO: REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR 
CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

4. PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE

5. TYPE OF PLAN MATERIAL (Check One)

NEW STATE PLAN AMENDMENT TO BE CONSIDERED AS NEW PLAN AMENDMENT 

COMPLETE BLOCKS 6 THRU 10 IF THIS IS AN AMENDMENT (Separate transmittal for each amendment) 

6. FEDERAL STATUTE/REGULATION CITATION 7. FEDERAL BUDGET IMPACT
a. FFY__________________ $ __________________
b. FFY__________________ $ __________________

8. PAGE NUMBER OF THE PLAN SECTION OR ATTACHMENT 9. PAGE NUMBER OF THE SUPERSEDED PLAN SECTION
OR ATTACHMENT (If Applicable)

10. SUBJECT OF AMENDMENT

11. GOVERNOR’S REVIEW (Check One)

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE REPORTED NO COMMENT OTHER, AS SPECIFIED  

COMMENTS OF GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ENCLOSED 
NO REPLY RECEIVED WITHIN 45 DAYS OF SUBMITTAL  

12. SIGNATURE OF STATE AGENCY OFFICIAL 16. RETURN TO

13. TYPED NAME

14. TITLE

15. DATE SUBMITTED

FOR REGIONAL OFFICE USE ONLY 
17. DATE RECEIVED 18. DATE APPROVED

PLAN APPROVED - ONE COPY ATTACHED 
19. EFFECTIVE DATE OF APPROVED MATERIAL 20. SIGNATURE OF REGIONAL OFFICIAL

21. TYPED NAME 22. TITLE

FORM CMS-179 (07/92) Instructions on Back 

SIGNATURE OF STATT

TYPED NAME

23. REMARKS

2 0 0 0 06 California

Title XIX of the Social Security Act (Medicaid)

July 1, 2020

■

42 CFR 440.130 and 42 CFR Part 447 2020 112 (in thousands)
2021 448 (in thousands)

Supplement 3 to Attachment 3.1-A, pages 3-6a
Supplement 3 to Attachment 3.1-B, pages 1-4a
Limitations on Attachment 3.1-A, pages 20-20a
Limitations on Attachment 3.1-B, pages 20-20a
Attachment 4.19-B, pages 38-41g

Supplement 3 to Attachment 3.1-A, pages 3-6a
Supplement 3 to Attachment 3.1-B, pages 1-4a
Limitations on Attachment 3.1-A, pages 20-20a
Limitations on Attachment 3.1-B, pages 20-20a
Attachment 4.19-B, pages 38-41f

Counseling via telehealth and telephone, FDA approved drugs to treat opioid use disorder, add Medication Assisted Treatment,
remove LAAM, remove Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment services prior authorization, accurately define
Naltrexone as a component of service, and technical changes to Provider Qualifications.

■

Department of Health Care Services
Attn: Director's Office
P.O. Box 997413, MS 0000
Sacramento, CA 95899-7413

Jacey Cooper

State Medicaid Director

For Box 11 "Other, As Specified," Please note: The Governor’s Office does not wish to review the State
Plan Amendment.

Digitally signed by James G. Scott -S 
Date: 2021.12.20 19:31:59 -06'00'
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     State of CALIFORNIA  

1905(a)(29)  Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT)  

Amount, Duration, and Scope of Medical and Remedial Care Services Provided to the 
Categorically Needy (continued) 

 
iv. Utilization Controls 

       __X___ The state has drug utilization controls in place. (Check each of the 
following that apply) 

 

_____ Generic first policy  
_____ Preferred drug lists 
___X__ Clinical criteria 
_____ Quantity limits 

 

  _____ The state does not have drug utilization controls in place. 

   

v. Limitations 
 
Describe the state’s limitations on amount, duration, and scope of MAT drugs, 
biologicals, and counseling and behavioral therapies related to MAT. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



  Supplement 7 to Attachment 3.1-A  

TN No. 20-0006-B  
Supersedes TN No. NONE Approval Date: December 20, 2021 Effective Date: October 1, 2020  
   

Page 8 

     State of CALIFORNIA  

1905(a)(29)  Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT)  

Amount, Duration, and Scope of Medical and Remedial Care Services Provided to the 
Categorically Needy (continued) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRA Disclosure Statement - This information is being collected to assist the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services in implementing section 1006(b) of the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act 
(P.L. 115-271) enacted on October 24, 2018.  Section 1006(b) requires state Medicaid plans to provide 
coverage of Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT) for all Medicaid enrollees as a mandatory Medicaid 
state plan benefit for the period beginning October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2025.  Under the 
Privacy Act of 1974 any personally identifying information obtained will be kept private to the extent of 
the law.  An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection 
of information unless it displays a currently valid Office of Management and Budget (OMB) control 
number.  The OMB control number for this project is 0938-1148 (CMS-10398 # 60).  Public burden for 
all of the collection of information requirements under this control number is estimated to take about 80 
hours per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection 
of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to CMS, 7500 Security Boulevard, Attn: 
Paperwork Reduction Act Reports Clearance Officer, Mail Stop C4-26-05, Baltimore, Maryland 21244-
1850. 
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     State of CALIFORNIA  

1905(a)(29)  Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT)  

Amount, Duration, and Scope of Medical and Remedial Care Services Provided to the 
Medically Needy (continued) 

 
iv. Utilization Controls 

       __X___ The state has drug utilization controls in place. (Check each of the 
following that apply) 

_____ Generic first policy  
_____ Preferred drug lists 
___X__ Clinical criteria 
_____ Quantity limits 

 

  _____ The state does not have drug utilization controls in place. 

   

v. Limitations 
 
Describe the state’s limitations on amount, duration, and scope of MAT drugs, 
biologicals, and counseling and behavioral therapies related to MAT. 
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     State of CALIFORNIA  

1905(a)(29)  Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT)  

Amount, Duration, and Scope of Medical and Remedial Care Services Provided to the 
Medically Needy (continued) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRA Disclosure Statement - This information is being collected to assist the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services in implementing section 1006(b) of the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act 
(P.L. 115-271) enacted on October 24, 2018.  Section 1006(b) requires state Medicaid plans to provide 
coverage of Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT) for all Medicaid enrollees as a mandatory Medicaid 
state plan benefit for the period beginning October 1, 2020, and ending September 30, 2025.  Under the 
Privacy Act of 1974 any personally identifying information obtained will be kept private to the extent of 
the law.  An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection 
of information unless it displays a currently valid Office of Management and Budget (OMB) control 
number.  The OMB control number for this project is 0938-1148 (CMS-10398 # 60).  Public burden for 
all of the collection of information requirements under this control number is estimated to take about 80 
hours per response.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection 
of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to CMS, 7500 Security Boulevard, Attn: 
Paperwork Reduction Act Reports Clearance Officer, Mail Stop C4-26-05, Baltimore, Maryland 21244-
1850. 
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TN No. 20-006 B 
Supersedes TN No. NEW      Approval Date: December 20, 2021   Effective Date: October 1, 2020   

State/Territory: California 
 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR 1905(a)(29) MEDICATION ASSISTED TREATMENT FOR OPIOID 
USE DISORDERS 

 
1. Payment for a) unbundled and bundled services; and b) bundled services and prescribed 

drugs and biologicals administered by a provider for the treatment of opioid use disorders 
are reimbursed per the Drug Medi-Cal Program methodology described in Attachment 
4.19-B, starting on page 38. 
 

2. Payment for unbundled prescribed drugs and biologicals used for the treatment of opioid 
use disorders are reimbursed per the methodology described in Supplement 2 to 
Attachment 4.19-B, Pages 1-10 for drugs that are dispensed or administered.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 




